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[bookmark: News_&_Resources]News & Resources
  
Today is #GivingTuesday
Many of the Commission's 25 Advisory Council Organizations, as well as countless invaluable VT non-profits are participating.  Learn more.
 
Record Number of Women in the U.S. Senate
In 2017, there will be 21 women serving in the U.S. Senate—the highest number in history. The chamber will also feature a record number of women of color. Senators-elect Tammy Duckworth (D-IL), Catherine Cortez Masto (D-NV), and Kamala Harris (D-CA) made history by becoming the first Thai American, first Latina, and first biracial woman, respectively, to serve in the U.S. Senate.  Stay tuned for a Vermont specific leadership report from Change The Story VT in 2017.
 
Governor's Institutes of Vermont Winter Weekend Registration Begins Dec. 10th
The Governor's Institutes of Vermont is pleased to announce opportunities for young women interested in artistic, STEM, and public service fields at the upcoming Winter Weekend Institutes! Held at Goddard College in February, these 48-hour learning extravaganzas give girls in grades 9-12 the chance to dive into an intellectual passion or explore something new. Topics include: Architecture, Animals & Law, Bioinformatics, Social Entrepreneurship, Vocal Performance, Youth Leadership, Robotics, Painting and Drawing, Actors’ Audition, and Astrophotography.  Learn more information and register starting December 10.  Tuition is $295, sliding fee scale available. 

Steps to End Domestic Violence Seeks Art With Theme of "A World Free of Violence"
Steps to End Domestic Violence has been asked to use art created by and for all affected by domestic violence for the first Art's Alive First Friday Art Walk in 2017.  They are seeking art that represents our theme "A World Free of Violence".  There will be an opening reception at Union Station on Friday, January 6 from 5-7 PM. We would hope to have as many artists present, as possible, to talk about your pieces and collectively dream of a world free of violence. Please submit an image of your work for consideration and more information to janices@StepsVT.org. Deadline is December 12. All submissions must be wall ready, including wiring on the back.
 
The Blue Ribbon Commission Issues Recommendations for Immediate Action
The Blue Ribbon Commission on Financing High Quality, Affordable Child Care (BRC) recently finalized its list of immediate and long-term recommendations it will make to the state of Vermont to better support high-quality, affordable early care and learning.  The Commission acknowledged the need for immediate investment as well as a long-term plan to design and implement a stronger, more equitable, high-quality, affordable system.
 
Women in Higher Education Seek Workshop Proposals for Spring Conference
The Vermont Women in Higher Education 2017 Spring Conference planning is underway. The conference will take place March 23-24, 2017, at Killington Grand Resort. The theme for this year's conference is "Strong Women, Strong World!"  The Board is currently seeking potential presenters for workshop sessions on Friday, March 24th.
 
American Association of University Women Report: Solving the Equation: The Variables for Women’s Success in Engineering and Computing
Solving the Equation: The Variables for Women’s Success in Engineering and Computing asks why there are still so few women in the critical fields of engineering and computing — and explains what can be done to make these fields open to and desirable for all employees.
 
Vermont Early Childhood Alliance Released 2017 Legislative Agenda
The Alliance is a statewide coalition of early childhood professionals, parents, businesses and strategic partners that are working together to realize the promise of every Vermont child. The Alliance's Legislative Agenda is crafted annually in partnership with early childhood organizations that are advancing policy solutions in the areas of health, safety, nutrition, economic security and early care and education through the legislative process.
 
Young Writers Project publishes "Beautiful" by Elizabeth Magnan
Read Elizabeth's insightful and uplifting poem, "Beautiful", about beauty and body acceptance.
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	Who's on the Commission?

Commissioner Jennie Gartner was appointed to VCW by Governor Shumlin.  She’s a resident of Rutland and has been a social studies teacher at Rutland High School (RHS) since 2005. She holds a B.S. in Journalism from Boston University and a M.Ed in Secondary Education from UMass-Boston. She is a participant in the Teaching American History Program at Castleton State College and is the RHS faculty representative to the Athletic Committee and lead advisor for the RHS Gay/Straight Alliance. 
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Careers with Code Webinar
Tomorrow, November 30 from 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., online

This Google and the National Girls Collaborative webinar is a great opportunity to learn about ways to get involved, engage girls in computational thinking, and discuss different pathways to computer science careers.  Learn more and register.
  
Reimagining Justice Conference
Thursday, December 1 from 8:45 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., Vermont Law School

How do we create a more humane and cost-effective sentencing structure? How do we ensure racial and geographic justice? How do we counter the stigmatization of those who have committed sex offenses? How do we create better outcomes for victims and address the disproportionate growth in female prisoners? Vermonters for Criminal Justice Reform invite you to join the conversation along with local and national leaders, including Ashley Nellis of the Sentencing Project and Leigh Goodmark of Univ. of Maryland's Carey Law School. Explore the evolving legal framework, the human rights issues, the changing victims' narrative and more. This day-long conference is for legislators, judges, attorneys, advocates and concerned citizens who want to shape the direction of criminal justice reform in Vermont.  VCW is one of several sponsors. 
 
Open House at New SBA Women’s Business Center
Thursday, December 1 from 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
SBA Women’s Business Center, 431 Pine Street, Suite 101, Burlington

The Center for Women & Enterprise (CWE) is proud to have been selected by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) to establish and operate the Women’s Business Center, providing services and support to the growing number of Vermont women entrepreneurs. Come and see the new space. Refreshments will be served.
  
Society of Women Engineers Glass Blowing Tour
Saturday, December 3 from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Orwell Glass, Orwell

Join the Society of Women Engineers (SWE) North Country for this glassblowing event. The event includes a tour of the machine shop (which makes custom equipment for the industry).  Participants will craft 1 globe and 1 pressed glass ornament each. Cost is $50.
  
8th Annual Shake Off Dance Party Benefit for Vermont Access to Reproductive Freedom (VARF)
Saturday, December 3 from 6:30 p.m. – 11:00 p.m., Main Street Landing Union Station

Featuring DJs playing a healthy blend of classic party tracks from all eras. All ages!
Family Dance Hour from 6:30PM – 8:00PM with DJ Inconceivable! Party ‘til 11:00 with DJs Brunch and Lady Margaret! Cash bar by the Radio Bean!  VARF has been funding abortions since 2000 and needs your support as much as ever. Suggested donation is $15-$150. Nobody turned away at the door.
  
Intermediate HTML/CSS with Girl Develop It
Mondays and Wednesdays December 5 - 14 from 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Dealer.com, Burlington

Ready to expand your knowledge of HTML & CSS? This class is for you! Through this 4-session class, you’ll get a thorough introduction to HTML5 and CSS3 to build on your previous knowledge. You’ll get hands-on experience working with HTML5 features like semantic elements and forms, and you’ll learn new CSS3 properties and abilities including transformations, transitions, and animation. Finally, dig into responsive design and browser compatibility. You’ll leave with readily-applicable skills. Cost is $90 for four sessions. 
 
Women United Networking Event 2016
Tuesday, December 6 from 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Courtyard Marriot Burlington Harbor

You’re invited to join a group of women committed to improving the financial stability of women in our community. Learn how this issue affects our friends and neighbors and how you can give, advocate and volunteer in meaningful ways, and meet others who want to make a difference. Expect a casual evening of networking with light appetizers and a cash bar, brief remarks by United Way of Northwest Vermont executive director Martha Maksym, Women United co-chairs and Dr. Wanda Heading-Grant, Vice President for Human Resources, Diversity and Multicultural Affairs, University of Vermont.
  
Get Ready for 2017 – Digital Marketing Trends Workshop with Kim Dixon
Thursday, December 8 from 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m., Capstone Community Action

We are surrounded by technology, and that technology has changed the ways that businesses and consumers interact.  The changes permeate all aspects of business, especially marketing. In this class, participants will look at a few digital marketing trends they believe small businesses and organizations should be paying attention to in the year to come
  
How to Postpartum Like A Boss with Ana Campanile
Monday, December 12 from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., Good Beginnings, Montpelier
Monday, December 19 from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., Aldrich Library, Barre

This class is part of the Birthing Year Early Parenting Classes by Good Beginnings of Central Vermont.  Payment is not required; donations are gratefully accepted.  Registration is requested.
  
Self Defense and Empowerment Class
Wednesday, December 14 from 7:30 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.
Headroom Stages, Brattleboro

This class is designed to empower anyone who may find themselves in a potentially dangerous situation, covering basic self-defense tactics and tools of awareness to defuse aggression. Certified instructors from Sangha Martial Arts will be teaching these and other methods of self-defense. This will be a 2-hour class, with an option to stay longer and go deeper into the principles covered. There is a suggested donation of $10, all donations raised to benefit the Women’s Freedom Center.  This event is inclusive and open to all ages and genders. 
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	We choose events for VIEW from our statewide events calendar for women and girls.
If you’d like your event featured in the VIEW, please add it.

Looking for more?  You’ll find many more events for women & girls on the calendar. 
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			The Vermont Commission on Women (VCW) is a non-partisan state agency advancing rights and opportunities for women and girls. Sixteen volunteer commissioners, along with representatives from organizations concerned with women's issues, guide VCW's public education, coalition building, and advocacy efforts. For more information, please visit us at http://women.vermont.gov. 
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