
VCW VIEW: Celebrating Advancements in Rights and Opportunities for Women in 2015 
 
We’re now adding VIEW messages in our new events calendar and newsletter app!  You can read this 
message at .  vtwomen.org now
 
VCW (Vermont Commission on Women) shares in celebrating this year’s advancements in rights and 
opportunities for women with Advisory Council member, the American Association of University 

. Women
 

:  This year California passed the nation's strongest statewide equal pay law, STATE EQUAL PAY LAWS
providing more legal tools for employees and ensuring stronger salary transparency rules. New 
York passed a package of five bills that take on discrimination, sexual harassment, and pregnancy 
accommodations in the workplace. Illinois approved a law to ensure that all employers, no matter how 
many workers they employ, follow established equal pay policies. North Dakota’s new law makes it 
harder for employers to use non-work-related defenses to defeat pay discrimination claims. 
Both Oregon and Connecticut passed laws that prohibit employers from discriminating or retaliating 
against employees who discuss their wages. Finally, contractors in Delaware are now required to pay all 
employees equally.  Learn more about Vermont’s equal pay protections in VCW’s workplace laws 

. publication

FIRSTS IN THE MILITARY:  both graduates of West Point, were the first Kristen Griest and Shaye Haver
female soldiers to graduate from the U.S. Army Ranger School. Just days after this achievement, the 
Navy Seals announced a plan to allow women into their teams.   was nominated Vice Admiral Nora Tyson
by the president to lead the U.S. Third Fleet, making her the first female commander of a Navy fleet.  

 was the first woman to fly an F-35 Lighting II jet, described as one of the Air Force Lt. Col. Christine Mau
most technologically complex planes ever built.   became the first woman to fly with Capt. Katie Higgins
the Blue Angels, an elite group of pilots that performs aerobatics. 

  In June, the U.S. Department of the Treasury announced that a woman will be featured on THE NEW 10:
the redesigned ten dollar bill in 2020. That year represents the 100th anniversary of women gaining the 
right to vote under the 19th Amendment.  
 

:  Federal contractors will be required to provide their PRESIDENTIAL EXECUTIVE ORDER ON PAID LEAVE
employees at least seven days of earned paid sick leave, including absences due to sexual assault or 
domestic violence.  
 

: For the first time since 1999, the United U.S. WOMEN’S SOCCER TEAM WINS WORLD CUP
States women’s national soccer team won the FIFA World Cup. Congress introduced resolutions that call 
on FIFA to pay men’s and women’s championship teams equally—not the current $35 million to $2 
million ratio. Learn more about that  from AAUW. FIFA equal pay resolution here
 
RECORD NUMBER OF WOMEN SERVING IN CONGRESS: A record number of women are serving the 
114th Congress: 88 women in the House and 20 in the Senate. Vermont has yet to send a woman to 
Congress. 
 

: The Senate made the historic confirmation of FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN FEMALE ATTORNEY GENERAL
Loretta Lynch, the first ever African American woman to serve as U.S. Attorney General.  

http://www.vtwomen.org/445-2/
http://www.aauw.org/
http://www.aauw.org/
http://www.aauw.org/2015/08/20/equal-pay-by-state/
http://women.vermont.gov/sites/women/files/pdf/Workplace%20Laws%20for%20VT%20Workers.pdf
http://women.vermont.gov/sites/women/files/pdf/Workplace%20Laws%20for%20VT%20Workers.pdf
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/08/21/433482186/first-female-soldiers-graduate-from-army-ranger-school
http://www.navytimes.com/story/military/2015/04/21/nora-tyson-richard-snyder-navy-nomination/26133963/
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/christine-mau-becomes-first-female-pilot-fly-f-35-lightning-n355101
http://www.wired.com/2015/08/blue-angels-katie-higgins-first-female-pilot-performer/
https://thenew10.treasury.gov/faqs
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/09/08/executive-order-establishing-paid-sick-leave-federal-contractors
http://www.ussoccer.com/stories/2015/07/05/21/19/150705-wnt-v-jpn-game-story
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/o/50796/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=15632&killorg=True
http://www.justice.gov/ag/meet-attorney-general


FIRSTS IN SPORTS:  became the first female full-time referee in the NFL. She was also the Sarah Thomas
first female referee in a major college football game.   became the first woman to coach in Jen Welter
the NFL, for the Arizona Cardinals.  Ultimate Fighting Championship’s women's bantamweight champion 

 was first-ever female athlete to guest host SportsCenter, ESPN’s flagship program.  Ronda Rousey
NBA’s San Antonio Spurs hired  last year, but she became the first woman to coach in Becky Hammon
the NBA Summer League this year.   became Major League Baseball’s first female coach Justine Siegal
this year, of the Oakland Athletics.  Ms. Siegal is also the first woman to pitch at batting practice for a 
major league team. 

* 
 Vermont Commission on Women (VCW)
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126 State Street, Montpelier, Vermont  05633-6801 
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Share your VIEW: forward this email to colleagues who share your interest in improving the lives of 
Vermont women and girls. | Get the VIEW: it’s easy!  Reply to this message and include  "subscribe" in 
the subject heading. | Missed a VIEW? Find recent VIEW messages  | To unsubscribe: on our website
reply and add the word “unsubscribe” in the subject heading. 
 

http://espn.go.com/blog/arizona-cardinals/post/_/id/15398/5-things-to-know-about-sarah-thomas
http://www.nfl.com/news/story/0ap3000000504141/article/cards-hire-jen-welter-as-first-female-assistant-coach
http://espnmediazone.com/us/press-releases/2015/10/ufc-bantamweight-champion-ronda-rousey-guest-host-sportscenter-lindsay-czarniak-october-7/
http://www.nba.com/2015/news/08/03/becky-hammon-spurs.ap/
http://m.mlb.com/news/article/152329548/justine-siegal-first-female-coach-in-majors
http://www.women.vermont.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Vermont-Commission-on-Women/203128239701408
https://twitter.com/@VTWomen
http://women.vermont.gov/news_events/compact

