[bookmark: _MailOriginal]“We have over 40 percent women in the state Legislature, but we’ve never sent a woman to Washington, so we’ve still got work to do,” – VCW’s own Cary Brown in Pew Charitable Trusts article Stalled Progress for Women in State Legislatures.

*
Read this Vermont Woman article about this fall’s Vermont Women's Economic Security Summit VCW co-hosted with the Women's Legislative Caucus!

*
Cathy Frey’s appointment to the Vermont Commission on Women was featured on Norwich University’s front page!  Read the post here.

*
Vermont Legal Aid and Law Line of Vermont released a new online tool to help Vermonters find information and resources.

*
The Northeast Council on Aging (with locations in Hardwick, St. Johnsbury, Island Pond and Newport) is seeking volunteers to deliver meals to seniors.  Volunteers are reimbursed for their mileage at $0.54 per mile.  For more information, contact Patty Beckwith at 800-643-5119, or email her at pbeckwith@nekcouncil.org.

*
Check out these fantastic STEM resources:

1. Moody's Mega Math (M3) Challenge is an online applied mathematics competition for high school juniors and seniors across the U.S. designed to motivate youth to study and pursue careers in applied math, economics, and finance.  Students work in teams to tackle a real world problem under time and resource constraints.   The contest is sponsored by The Moody's Foundation and organized by the Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics (SIAM).   Students compete for a share of $150,000 in scholarships.  Registration deadline: February 19.  Challenge weekend: February 27-28.

1. CODE2040 Technical Applicant Prep (TAP) Program prepares Black and Latino/a students to access and succeed at acquiring employment (intern or full-time) at top tech companies. TAP addresses barriers to success via workshops, retreats, online tools and meetups, as well as coaching and mentoring. Students enroll online.

1. CodeGirl: A Documentary Film  following the journey of a global mobile app competition for high school girls called Technovation. The film hopes to inspire girls everywhere to pursue careers in programming. 

1. Computational Fairy Tales a collection of stories to introduce computer science concepts. The goal of each story is to provide an overview and illustration of a single computer science concept before presenting full technical details. The stories cover a range of topics, including: data structures, algorithms, introductory programming, and practical programming tips.

1. CS Unplugged is a collection of free learning activities for all ages that teach computer science through engaging games and puzzles. The activities introduce students to computational thinking through concepts such as binary numbers, algorithms and data compression, separated from the distractions and technical details of having to use computers.

1. EngageCSEdu encourages the development of inclusive learning environments in introductory computer science courses by helping faculty browse, contribute, and review materials that engage all students. This dynamic collection offers thousands of projects, homework assignments, and other course materials searchable by CS knowledge area and programming language.
*
View this chart of New or Extended U.S. Employer Paid Family Leave Policies (2015) released by the National Partnership for Women & Families and the Center for Law and Social Policy.  

*
The Women’s Bureau of the U.S. Department of Labor hosted a Paid Leave Panel Discussion
Women’s Bureau Deputy Director Pronita Gupta moderated a paid leave discussion at a recent Public Policy Analysis and Management Annual Conference about new research new findings, successes, and the future of paid family leave policies in the U.S..  Closing featured DOL Secretary Tom Perez.   Watch the video here.

*
[bookmark: _GoBack]The National Women’s Law Center recently issued this petition about the  Pregnant Workers Fairness Act. 

*
Rutland Regional Medical Center is first in the state to offer a CenteringPregnancy® Center

CenteringPregnancy® is a holistic childbirth center dedicated to empowering pregnant women, by joining groups of pregnant women with similar due dates with their healthcare providers, where they receive all the component of prenatal care and have facilitated discussions with their groups.  Read more about it in a recent piece by VT Digger.

*
Kris Lukens, Director of Voices Against Violence/Laurie's House, in St. Albans attended the World Shelter Conference in the Netherlands

"I was honored to have been given the opportunity to travel to The Hague in the Netherlands to attend the 3rd World Shelter Conference with 4 of my colleagues in the state.  There were about 1000 people attending from over 115 countries.  And although I consider myself a big picture thinker, it doesn’t compare to the global perspective I experienced during the 4 days.  I learned more about honor killings and rape as a weapon of war to name a few.  And the stories told by survivors will be forever etched in my brain.  Violence against women and girls exists in every corner of the world and it was humbling to learn of the amazing work being done.”  Check out this link to hear some of the speakers and learn more about the work being done globally.

*
Read Kids VT’s piece, Vermont Foster Parents Share Challenges and Rewards, for an insightful look into foster families in Vermont.

*
Read about the December 17th Blue Ribbon Commission on Financing High Quality, Affordable Child Care meeting here.  

*
The Pew Research Center published a new report, The American Middle Class is Losing Ground, stressing that the share of aggregate income held by middle income households is plunging.

*
The White House Council of Economic Advisers released a new report, Long-Term Benefits of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, which highlights the benefits and offers facts dispelling myths about the program, including that the majority of recipients are children (nearly half of households on the program have children), they are working parents, elderly people, and people with disabilities.  The report also states that among adults who grew up in disadvantaged households, access to food stamps in utero and early childhood led to a 16 percentage point decline in the likelihood of being obese as an adult, and an 18 percentage point increase in the likelihood of completing high school.

*
The Vermont Agency of Administration released the 2015 Population-Level Outcomes and Indicators Report.

*
New guide: “Pre-Apprenticeship Guide for Women” Released by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration 
To help community-based organizations and workforce providers build and sustain quality pre-apprenticeship programs, Pre-Apprenticeship: Pathways for Women into High-Wage Careers provides examples of successful community-based organization programs and offers important considerations for providers. 

*
United Way Women’s Leadership Council Networking Event
Monday, January 11th from 5:00 – 7:00 pm 
Skinny Pancake, 60 Lake Street, Burlington　 

Join a fantastic group of women committed to improving the financial stability of women.  Learn how this issue affects our friends and neighbors and how you can give, advocate and volunteer in meaningful ways, and meet others who want to make a difference. Visit the United Way's website to learn more about the Women's Leadership Council.

*
Vermont Tech Offers “Successful Communication” series 
For more information or to register for the series, click here

More Than Words: Presenting Yourself Interpreting 
Thursday, January 14th from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm in St. Albans
This session highlights ways to effectively use and understand body language, image, and tone of voice. Cost: $149.00

Leveraging Technology: Your Vision, Your Voice 
Thursday, February 11th, from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm in St. Albans
The focus here is overcoming speech anxiety and using technology to leverage your success.   

*
Developmental Trauma: Applications for Community Justice Professionals
Community Justice Network of Vermont 
Thursday, January 14 from 9:00 – 3:30 pm in Northfield

This workshop will focus on the global impact that chronic traumatic stress has on the developing child, with effects often persisting into adulthood if gone untreated.  Cost: $117.  Learn more or register here.

*
Kingdom Child Care Connections is offering Fundamentals 2016
Wednesdays and Saturdays from January 16th – April 2nd
North Valley Regional Hospital and Springfield College of Human Services

This course is a licensing requirement for those working as a child care assistant in a licensed child care center, and is a great start to a career in child care.  The course is 45 hours, classes take place on Wednesdays and Saturdays, most classes take place at North Valley Regional Hospital.  The course costs $25 per person, limited scholarships are available.  More information is available here.  Registration is required: questions/concerns please contact Kim Buxton at (802) 748-1992 x 319 or by email.

*
Vermont Tech Offers “Women in Management – Grasp Your Leadership Edge” series
On Tuesdays, January 19th, February 16th, and March 15th from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm 
Central Vermont Chamber of Commerce, 33 Stewart Street, Montpelier

Great leaders have great attitudes, mindsets, beliefs and ways of being.  Change your mindset and start really thinking and behaving like the leader you aspire to be. Develop the seven critical traits that will catapult your success.  This three workshop series will teach you how to cultivate the attitudes and behaviors that lay the foundation for your elegant leadership.  Cost: $299.00.  Register here.

*
Gubernatorial Candidates Forum at Early Childhood Day at the Legislature
Wednesday, March 9 at the State House and Capitol Plaza

Stay tuned to VIEW for more details, and save the date to join hundreds of early childhood professionals, parents, employers and policymakers at the State House and the Capitol Plaza Hotel in Montpelier. 

*
25th Annual Women’s Film Festival 
Friday, March 11th to Sunday, March 20th
New England Youth Theatre, 100 Flat Street, Brattleboro
 
This amazing festival, a Women’s Freedom Center fundraiser, screens a total of 37 films by, for and about women.  The gala, on Friday, March 11th, begins at with champagne & hors d’oeuvres, followed by a screening of the film – MAVIS! A celebration of the extraordinary Mavis Staples. Her family group, the Staple Singers, inspired millions and helped propel the civil rights movement with their music. Tickets for the gala are $30 and are being sold now. Tickets for movies will be $8.50 for general admission, $7.50 for students/seniors – individual tickets available at the door.  Gala tickets and more info here, by calling 802-257-7364 or via mail: advocates@womensfreedomcenter.net.

*
Capstone Community Action is hiring for positions based in Central Vermont.  For a complete listing, visit their website.

*
Plan your 2016:  check out VCW’s event calendar.  

**
Happy Holidays!
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