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Commissioners Present: Marcia Merrill, Chair; Gretchen Bailey, Carol Buchdahl, Laine Dunham, Retta

Dunlap, Cathy Frey, Ruth Finn, Peg Martin, and Marion Milne.

Commissioners Absent: Sharon Baade, Eileen Boland, Cary Brown, Ann Cardinal, Karen Henry, Susie

Hudson, and Anne McClaughry.

Advisors Present: Joanna Cole representing the Vermont League of Women Voters, Maggie Gendron

from Senator Leahy’s Office, Lindy Hatcher representing Vermont Federation of Business and
Professional Women, Linda Ingold representing the Vermont Women’s Business Center, Sarah Kenney
representing the Vermont Network Against Domestic and Sexual Violence, Margaret Luce representing
the Vermont State Nurses Association, and Carmel Quinn representing Girl Scouts of the Green and
White Mountains.

Staff: Janet Bullard, Wendy Love, and Lilly Talbert.
Presiding: Marcia Merrill Recording: Janet Bullard
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m.

Introductions/Minutes

Motion made by Carol Buchdahl to approve the minutes of the November 10, 2010 and December 8,
2010 Commission Meeting Minutes as submitted. Seconded by Marion Milne and voted unanimously.

Legislative Lunch

Janet reviewed luncheon logistics; Carol previewed the “Legislator quiz” in preparation for the luncheon.
Prizes include Talbert maple syrup and Cabot cheese. Wendy reviewed the Commission’s latest update
of the Women in Public Life portion of our status report which includes information on “Women running
for state legislature 1990-2010”, women serving in the Vermont legislature”, and “women serving on
Vermont state boards and commissions”.

Referral Section of the Commission’s Website

Lilly demonstrated the Commission’s website: www.women.vermont.gov She showed how she uses

the resource directory to answer inquiries to our information and referral program especially for those
who do not have access to a computer. She noted that callers’ problems were often multi-faceted. She
tries to find the most appropriate and most local agency to help them. Often she contacts other state
agencies on their behalf.

Getting more women and other under-represented groups appointed to boards and commissions

Commissioners discussed the continuing lack of equity of Vermont’s boards and commissions as
outlined in our new publication. Governor Shumlin has stated his intention of having Boards and
Commissions represent the diversity of Vermonters. The appointments secretary for Governor Douglas
frequently expressed her frustration in finding people willing to serve. Women especially told her that


http://www.women.vermont.gov/
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they were not qualified and didn’t have the time to serve. Wendy has approached several other
agencies/organizations that serve underrepresented populations about starting a talent bank of people
who would be willing and able to serve on various boards and commissions. Commissioners felt that
there may be an interest in offering trainings to folk who are interested in putting their name forward to
serve on a board or commission. Suggested trainings to look into are the trainings offered to member of
professional licensing boards (Secretary of State’s office) and the training offered for local officials from
the Vermont League of Cities and Towns. Wendy asked if anyone wanted to work on this with her.
Volunteers were: Carol, Lindy, Carmel, Marion, Margaret, Laine, Retta, and Ruth.

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m. for the Legislative Luncheon.
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