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Commission Meeting Minutes   November 12, 2008 

Commissioners Present:  Marcia Merrill, Chair; Laine Akiyama; Sharon Baade; Gretchen Bailey; 
Eileen Boland; Mary Claire Carroll; Ruth Finn; Karen Henry; Anne McClaughry; and Vicky 
Young.     

Commissioners Absent:  Cary Brown, Carol Buchdahl, Retta Dunlap, Linda Fogg, Cathy Frey, 
and Marion Milne.  

 Advisory Council Members Present:  Joanne Brooking representing Central Vermont Women’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom, Joanna Cole representing the League of Women 
Voters; Lindy Hatcher representing Vermont Federation of Business and Professional Women, 
Linda Ingold representing Vermont Women’s Business Center, Louise Luring representing 
American Association of University Women, and Carol Story representing Girl Scout Council of 
Vermont. 

Guest:  Colin Robinson.   

Staff:  Janet Bullard, Wendy Love, and Lilly Talbert.   

Presiding:  Marcia Merrill    Recording:  Janet Bullard 

Meeting called to order at 9:35 a.m. by Chair Marcia Merrill.   

Burton Snowboards – Thoughts upon reflection 
Marcia reported that, as everyone knows, there has been much controversy in the media 
regarding the two new lines of Burton snowboards.  She invited everyone to share their thoughts 
regarding this issue since it was discussed last month.  Anne McClaughry reported that she has 
agreed to chair the task force looking into this issue and would like to hear people’s thoughts on 
this issue.  The task force will be meeting later in the month, please get feedback to Anne via 
email.     

Commissioners and Advisors shared their thoughts around this issue.   

Upcoming Issues: Paid Sick Days 
Wendy introduced Colin Robinson of the Livable Wage Campaign from the Peace and Justice 
Center. Colin and Carleen Finn of Voices for Vermont’s Children are co-chairing the Vermont 
Paid Sick Days Coalition.  Other coalition members include the Vermont Network against 
Domestic and Sexual Violence, United Professions AFT, Parents Rising, Moms Rising, and the 
Commission on Women.    

Colin noted that paid sick time (paid safe days) is often used to take care of yourself or your 
children. In some parts of the US, paid sick time can also be used by victims of violence to seek  
legal representation.  Colin shared a handout profiling paid sick leave in Vermont in Private 
Sector firms--  over 100,000 Vermonters do not have paid sick leave.  Three sectors greatly 
affected by a lack of paid sick time are women; low-wageworkers (many of these are women and 
many are in the service industry); and children.   Research has  documented that offering paid 
sick days actually benefits employers.   Employees who come to work sick actually cost our 
national economy $180 billion annually in lost productivity.  For employers, this costs an 
average of $255 per employee per year, exceeding the cost of absenteeism and medical disability 
benefits.    Employees with paid sick days are less likely to leave their jobs.   
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Colin informed everyone that the bill that is currently being drafted includes 7 (seven) paid days, 
pro-rated for part-time employment on an accrual basis.  Accured paid sick days would need to 
be used during a twelve-month period.  Employers would have flexibility in deciding how earned 
sick leave is given and paid back if it is all used before the 12-month period ends.  

Commissioners agreed that they would like to see the final paid sick days bill for review and 
discussion before taking a positon.   

Minutes 
Motion made by Mary Claire Carroll to approve the minutes as amended.  Seconded by Eileen 
Boland and voted unanimously.  Amendment:  Page 3 Legislative Luncheon update, 4th sentence 
change word ‘lower’ to ‘local’.   

Vermont Entrepreneurship Collaborative 
Janet reported that the Vermont Entrepreneurship Collaborative was formed last spring as a 
result of the work and planning that had been done for the past two previous entrepreneurship 
week celebrations.  Two years ago Congress issued a resolution calling for every state to 
celebrate entrepreneurship week with activities highlighting the contributions of entrepreneurs 
and encouraging students to learn more about entrepreneurship opportunities.   

Janet informed everyone that the Vermont Entrepreneurship Collaborative is guided by an 
eleven-member steering committee.  The mission of the collaborative is to help entrepreneurs 
grow the jobs of tomorrow in Vermont’s economy by working collaboratively in the following 
ways to:  

• Promote and highlight entrepreneurship in Vermont through coordinated events and 
activities; 

•   Inspire a new generation of entrepreneurs through education-focused initiatives; 

•  Engage decision makers on entrepreneurship-related issues and topics;  

• Connect and create valuable connections between organizations; institutions, businesses 
and legislators that support entrepreneurship;  

• Evaluate and continuously improve entrepreneurship initiatives, services and resources; 
and  

• Sustain awareness, funding and resources for entrepreneurs.  

The vision is to foster and support a dynamic, vibrant and resource rich culture and 
environment that values and cultivates entrepreneurs in Vermont.   For more information on 
the Collaborative, please contact Janet.   

Legislative Luncheon Update  
Laine thanked everyone for getting election results to Janet for the invitations.  All invites have 
been sent out with the exception of 4 recounts, and we have about ten yes rsvps to date.  Laine 
continued by stating that the theme for this year’s luncheon is “Pieces of the Puzzle” – and our 
puzzle being, “Strong Women, Strong Families, Strong Communities, Strong Economy”.  Lilly 
has been working on the script for the luncheon which includes a quiz moderated by Carol 
Buchdahl.  For each correct answer a legislator will receive a puzzle piece and a chocolate bar 
with the phrase, “We are all Pieces of the Puzzle – Strong Women, Strong Families, Strong 
Communities, Strong Economy”.   Laine then turned to Vicky who is chairing the fundraising 
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efforts for the luncheon. Vicky stated that she is drafting letters to former donors, former 
commissioners and advisory council members, as well as asking current commissioners and 
advisors to support the luncheon as has been done in the past.  Vicky is open to receiving other 
possible fundraising ideas and folk should contact her via email.   Laine thanked program and 
fundraising committee members for their work on the luncheon.   

Updates from Commissioners and Advisors 
Joanne Brooking reported that WILPF is raffling off a beautiful painting, tickets are available 
from Joanne.  She also announced that Human Rights Day is December 10th.  Events will be 
happening locally, please contact Joanne.   

Vicky reported that a woman she knows in Rutland wrote a book entitled,  Electra to the Rescue.  
The book details Electra Webb’s history and her dream of creating the Shelburne Museum. 
Vicky stated that the book is a natural for our history project and also would make a great 
holiday gift.   

December Commission Meeting Discussion 
Marcia asked commissioners and advisors for their thoughts regarding cancelling the December 
Commission Meeting.  After some discussion, commissioners decided by consensus to cancel the 
December Commission Meeting.   

Plus/Delta 
What worked:  the discussion about Burton worked well-liked being able to check-in; 
presentation by Colin- great job!; Liked round the table viewpoints; liked hearing about all the 
different collaborative efforts that the Commission is involved in-clearly illustrated here today at 
the meeting; Appreciated having such a resourceful Staff. 

What didn’t work – cold meeting room   – Janet will look into this!   

Meeting adjourned at 12:25 p.m.  


