Vermont Commission on Women January 11, 2012 Meeting Minutes

Commissioners Present: Marcia Merrill, Chair; Gretchen Bailey, Eileen Boland, Cary
Brown, Carol Buchdahl, Laine Dunham, Cathy Frey, Karen Henry, Anne McClaughry,
Peg Martin, Marion Milne, and Shambulia Gadsen-Sams.

Commissioners Absent: Ann Cardinal, Ruth Finn, Jennie Gartner, and Susie Hudson.

Advisors Present: Sandra Bettis representing Central Vermont Women’s International
League for Peace and Freedom; Diane Derby, liaison from Senator Patrick Leahy’s
office; Lindy Hatcher representing Vermont Federation of Business and Professional
Women; and Sarah Kenney representing the Vermont Network Against Domestic and
Sexual Violence.

Staff: Janet Bullard, Wendy Love, and Lilly Talbert.

Guests: Susan Bartlett, Special Assistant to Governor Shumlin; Jill Evans, Director of
Women and Children’s Programs Department of Corrections; Theresa Jean, Assistant
Superintendent Chittenden Correctional Facility; Lisa Menard, Deputy Commissioner
Department of Corrections; Theresa Stone, Assistant Superintendent Chittenden
Correctional Facility; and Dave Turner, Superintendent Chittenden Correctional Facility.

Marcia called the listening forum to order at about 9:30 a.m. and explained that the
Commission is here at the Chittenden Correctional Facility today to listen to women
inmates and to tour the facility so that we have a better understanding of the space
constraints.

Approximately 15 women inmates joined the Commission for about an hour or so and
shared what is working and what isn’t working at the facility. After discussion,
commissioners, advisors and staff were divided up and taken for tours of the facility.
After the tour, commissioners, advisors and staff sat down with Dave Turner and Jill
Evans for a discussion about what was heard and seen.

The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m.



