Vermont Commission on Women                  February 9, 2011                          Meeting Minutes 1

Commissioners Present:  Marcia Merrill, Chair; Gretchen Bailey, Eileen Boland, Cary Brown, Carol Buchdahl, Laine Dunham, Retta Dunlap, Ruth Finn, Karen Henry, Susie Hudson, Anne McClaughry, Peg Martin, and Marion Milne. 
Commissioners Absent:  Sharon Baade, Ann Cardinal, and Cathy Frey.   
Advisors Present:  Joanne Brooking representing Central Vermont Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, Joanna Cole representing the Vermont League of Women Voters, Linda Ingold representing Vermont Women’s Business Center, Maggie Gendron from Senator Leahy’s office, Cecile Johnston representing Vermont Low Income Advocacy Council, Margaret Luce representing Vermont State Nurses Association, and Carmel Quinn representing Girl Scouts of the Green and White Mountains. 

Guests:  Susan Bartlett, Special Assistant to Governor Shumlin;  Andy Pallito, Commissioner of the Department of Corrections, and Lisa Menard, Deputy Commissioner of the Department of Corrections.  

Staff:  Janet Bullard, Wendy Love, and Lilly Talbert.

Presiding:  Marcia Merrill




Recording:  Janet Bullard

Meeting called to order at 9:35 a.m. 

Introduction/Minutes/Review of Legislative Luncheon/Upcoming Events
Marcia introduced new Commissioner Susie Hudson from Montpelier. Everyone introduced themselves and shared memories of the Legislative Luncheon last month.  Luncheon went very well, quiz was great!, good table conversations, attendees were engaged, read the leadership material.  Thanks to the planning committee and staff!  
Minutes 

Motion made by Carol Buchdahl to approve the minutes of the January 12, 2011 Commission Meeting Minutes as submitted.  Seconded by Eileen Boland and voted unanimously.

Upcoming Events
Janet gave an overview of Entrepreneurship Week kick-off event that was held at the State House yesterday, including awards to Entrepreneurship Week poster contest winners, and the issuance of the Governor’s Proclamation on Entrepreneurship Week to the Commission this year.  The Commission partners with other members of Entrepreneurship Week-Team Vermont (Vt. Small Business Development Center, Vermont REAL -Rural Entrepreneurship through Action Learning Program, Community Economic Development at Central Vermont Community Action Council, and Johnson State College) to promote entrepreneurship in Vermont.   

On February 17th, the Commission as part of the Vermont Girls Collaborative is sponsoring the first in our series of three discussion groups, “Gender Identity, Harassment and Creating Positive Communities for Youth”.  On March 17th “Retooling Youth Programs for Racial Equity”, and the last one on April 14th “Class Shouldn’t Determine a Youth’s Future—Thoughts on Leveling the Playing Field”.  All forums will be held from 4-6 p.m. at the Capitol Plaza on State Street in Montpelier and will be taped and shown on local cable access stations in the future.  

On March 23rd, the Commission, the Vermont Women’s History Project of the Vermont Historical Society, and the Veterans of Foreign Wars, are hosting an event honoring and recognizing Women Veterans starting with an opening reception at the Snelling Room of the Vermont Historical Society on State Street, followed by the issuance of a House/Senate Resolution recognizing the contributions our veterans have made.   The Commission is organizing a panel presentation of women veterans of different eras sharing their stories at noontime.  The day will wrap up with a benefits briefing session by members of the Veterans Administration, as well as local service providers at the FVW post in Montpelier.

Lastly on  April 7, 2011 the Central Vermont Workforce Investment Board will be holding a Career/Job Fair at the Montpelier Lodge of Elks/County Club for high school students in the morning and job seekers in the afternoon. The commission is on the planning committee and a sponsor of the event.  So far 25 businesses, 15 non-profit resource organizations, and 600 students have registered.   Frank/Froggy, two local radio stations, will be broadcasting live from the career/job fair.  Lilly has been doing all the publicity for the event.

Please feel free to spread the word on these events.  For more information, please call/email Janet at the Commission.    

Women Can Do! 2011 Conference

Marcia announced that the 2011 Women Can Do! Conference is scheduled for Thursday, October 13, 2011 at Vermont Technical College and asked Commissioners if they would like to switch the ‘normal’ Commission meeting day from Wednesday to Thursday that month in order to volunteer at this year’s conference. 

Motion made by Carol Buchdahl to schedule the October 2011 Commission Meeting on Thursday, October 13th in order to participate in the Women Can Do! Conference and have a Commission meeting of the appropriate length that day to accomplish Commission business.  

Women in the Correctional System:  The proposed move to Chittenden County      
Wendy introduced Andy Pallito, Commissioner of the Department of Corrections, Lisa Menard, Deputy Commissioner of the Department of Corrections, and Susan Bartlett, Special Assistant to the Governor for Corrections.  

Commissioner Pallito started by informing everyone that currently there are 2,100 inmates incarcerated. About half of the male inmates are classified as violent offenders, while the majority of women inmates are non-violent offenders.  At one point in time in 2010, only 35 of the 155 women inmates were incarcerated for violent crimes; the remaining were in for felony property or misdemeanor crimes.    The female population accounts for about 7% of the total incarcerated population.  

On average, a third of the women inmates are from Chittenden County. One of the goals of moving the female population from Northwest Correctional Facility to Chittenden Regional Correctional Facility is to reduce recidivism by better connecting women with supportive services such as mental and physical health services, drug and alcohol counseling, education and employment opportunities and especially housing.  It is also hoped that there will be opportunities for them to remain better connected with their children and families by having a friendly child visitation center in the facility.

 Currently Vermont has one of the highest recidivism rates in the country.   DOC will be working with the Council of State Governments and community providers to design innovative programs. The Chittenden facility has limited space for programs inside the facility. It is envisioned that a number of inmates will be able to go out into the community during the day to go to work, school, or to seek support services and then come back to the facility at night.

In addition, the department would like to see a reduction in the number of individuals serving prison time for non-listed and non-sexual assault misdemeanors. Commissioner Pallito hopes that legislation will be introduced to change sentencing guidelines for non-listed and non-sexual assault- related misdemeanors. He will send information to the Commission about the types of misdemeanors and their classification. The goal is to reduce the female inmate population to below 100. He noted that twelve years ago the average female inmate population was below 10 and that there has not been an increase in the crime rate since then but rather an increase in the incarceration rate.

The tentative date for moving the women’s population is July 1st.  

Marcia asked how the Commission could help.  Commissioner Pallito responded that the Commission could review and hopefully support the misdemeanor legislation that will be introduced and continue to work with the Department of Corrections, the administration and community agencies as  planning moves forward.  
Committee time:

Task Force on Getting More Women and Other Underrepresented Groups on Boards and Commissions.  

Carol, Interim Chair of this task force, reported that the group talked about getting information to women, helping women find their voice, and the obligation that we have to help bring young women onto boards and commissions – women of all stages and ages should be involved.  Often young women are overlooked because they have children – they should be asked and given a chance to respond.    Especially important for young women to see their counterparts serving on boards.    Access to opportunities gives people a lot of confidence.  Outreach needs to be emphasized.

The group discussed updating the Commission’s publication, Getting Appointed to Vermont State Boards and Commissions.  The update should include data on service by gender, commission size and appointing authorities.  It would also be helpful to include data about other opportunities for public service such as select, school, planning and library boards to name a few).

 Laine and Karen have agreed to co-chair this task force.    

Task Force on Commission’s Use of Social Media
Cary, acting chair for Ann Cardinal, reported that the group would like to recommend that the Commission move forward with the development of a Face book presence and evaluate it after 3 months time.  Staff time devoted to this effort would also be evaluated.

Motion made by Cary Brown to have the Commission staff begin the process of establishing a Face book page, evaluate it after 3 months and then report back to the Commission.  Seconded by Anne McClaughry.  

Discussion ensued and then a friendly amendment to Cary’s motion was offered by Carol Buchdahl: “Begin the process of establishing a Face book page in a way that people will not be able to post comments to the page”.  Cary declined the friendly amendment citing that the purpose and strength of Face book is allowing people to make comments and have a conversation.  The motion passed as originally stated.

Listening Forum in Brattleboro Saturday March 26th, 2011

Karen announced that the Brattleboro Women’s Film Festival organizing committee is thrilled that the Commission is coming to Brattleboro on Saturday, March 26th to host a listening forum from 3:00 – 4:30 p.m. as part of the festival’s closing ceremony.  This is the 20th anniversary of the film festival and as always there will be a lot of great thought-provoking films showcased.   Carol has agreed to moderate the listening forum.    All commissioners and advisors are encouraged to attend. Local legislators will also be invited to participate.  Please let Karen know if you are planning on coming.   Marcia thanked Karen for bringing this to the Commission’s attention and working so hard to make it happen.  
Meeting adjourned at 12:35.    

